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Preface

Early in 2002 I agreed to write a history of the Catholic Parish of Our Lady of
Lourdes, Rivonia. The request came from Arthur Davies, of the Parish Pastoral Council.
I think the understanding was that I should produce a sketch, about twenty-five to thirty
pages, in about four months. Instead I have produced a short book, over more than four
years! Obviously the subject has run away with me, which I should not have allowed it to
do. But what's done is done. I owe Arthur an apology, which is given without reservation,
though honesty compels me to admit that I do not feel extreme remorse. I have enjoyed
the work, most of the time.

Since oral evidence, though occasionally important, frequently fascinating, and
usually freely given, is not enough, and can be even more misleading than written sources,
I have made numerous visits to the Catholic Archives, at the Parish of St Charles, Victory
Park, Johannesburg. There, in back numbers of The Southern Cross, in Catholic
Directories, and in various other published works and unpublished documents I learned
something of the period ¢. 1925 to 2000. One of the most helipful of the MSS was a brief
description of the situation and developments in Ri‘vonia, generally, and at the Mission,
particularly, in the 'fifties, by Rev. Fr J.E. Brady.

Kit McLoughlin, a pillar of Rivonia parish, gave me the benefit of his very
considerable knowledge of the liturgy and organization of the Catholic Church. Inaddition
he, and also two other pioneer parishioners, Michael and Angela Waterkeyn, provided
much invaluable information concerning the past of Our Lady of Lourdes, based on many
years in the thick of things. I am exceedingly grateful to these veterans, and also to Rev.
FrMichael Austin SJ, and Fr Graham Rose, who read the pages concerning their ministries
in the parish. They both gave me helpful information and comments, for which I am
grateful, as well as their approval, much to my relief. But the main sources have been the
minutes of the parish council, and the parish bulletins and news letters. Without them this
book could not have been written.

I am indebted to Fr Rose, who gave me access to these vital documents, and to the

secretaries in the parish office, who helped me find the relevant files. Similarly, I am

extremely grateful to Ms Catherine Page, Administrative Secretaryf'to the Northemn




Province of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate, who introduced me to the archives, pointed
me in the right direction, and made many sensible suggestions, besides providing coffee,
cake, counsel and encouragement.

The book concludes with a quotation: Laudetur Jesus Christus ...", the motto of the
OMIL. Its use is particularly appropriate as OMI priests have played a huge part in the
history of Catholicism in Rivonia. Iam obliged to the Rev. Fr Peter Galloway, O.M.L

Provincial of the Northern Province of South Africa, who suggested that [ use it.
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Introduction

On 11 February 1962 the Rt Rev. Hugh Boyle, Catholic Bishop of Johannesburg,
blessed the hall which had been built by the lay members of The Rivonia Catholic Mission,
on part of a large property belonging to The Catholic Diocese of Johannesburg. The
intention was to use the building, which stood and still stands on Rivonia Road, at what is
now the north-east corner of the North Road crossing, for religious and social purposes,
until funds had been raised and a 'proper' church, with a permanent altar, had been
constructed and dedicated. The original building would then have become what it had
been intended to be, a parish hall and nothing more. But for various reasons no
purposefully designed church has been built.

Instead, on 11 February 1992, exactly thirty years after Bishop Boyle had blessed
it, the hall-church became a 'proper’ church when it was dedicated by Bishop Patrick
Zithulele Mvemve, Auxiliary Bishop of Johannesburg,

Since that great day the parish has continued to grow as vigorously as ever. This
short book is an account of that growth, infusqd, as it was and is, with the faith,
determination, generosity and hard work of numerous clergy and very many lay people.
Despite its many shortcomings I trust that they will accept it as a tribute to them all.

Researching and writing it has been a pleasure and a privilege.
A.L. HARINGTON

Rivonia, January 2006
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Chapter I
The Carmel, the Mission and the Grail

The first White people to settle on the Highveld in the area now known as Sandton
were Boer trekkers, most of whom arrived in the middle 'forties of the nineteenth century.
Ten years later one P.J. Marais found traces of alluvial gold in the Jukskei and Klein
Jukskei (the Braamfonteinspruit) rivers, but there was no real interest in the area until some
years after George Harrison's discovery of the huge gold deposit subsequently known as 'the
Main Reef' (1886), and not much even then, for the reef was some fifteen kilometres to
the south, along the east - west line of the Witwatersrand. It was only in 1902, after the
South African War, that the township of Wynberg was proclaimed, to be followed a year
later by Edenburg, later Rivonia, on the greater part of Rietfontein farm. Athol, Parkmore,
New Brighton and Sandown foilowed, in 1904 - 1905. Altogether these townships took
up the greater part of the adjoining farms: Rietfontein, Witkoppen, Driefontein,
Zandfontein, and Cyferfontein.

Well to the north of booming early twentieth century Johannesburg, to which they
were only linked by dirt tracks, without any form of public transport, and because the
holdings into which they had been divided, besides being too small for profitable farming,
were chronically short of water, the development of these townships was exceedingly slow,
in fact for long periods there was hardly any change at all. However the land was very
cheap, and no rates were levied, so that as the years went by a few J ohannesburg nouveaux
riches set up large country retreats and shooting boxes. They built some substantial
houses, at least two of them reputedly designed by no less an architect than Herbert Baker.
At the same time a slowly growing number of very much less well-off people, living in
scattered, simple, extremely modest corrugated iron, brick and stone dwellings, some of
the oldest only slightly better than shacks, scraped a living by selling the flowers,
vegetables and poultry which they struggled to raise.

By the late 'twenties little had changed, apart from the establishment of a few 'tea

gardens', where people could come and spend a quiet weekend ora restful day, picnicking,

with rugs on the grass, sandwiches, cold meats and chicken arranged on plates, wine
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